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OWe Ove a Sstthethgme bfdhis Stenartsbip season. One of the ways to help tell our story is tc
write down what it is we believe. Each confirmation class is asked to write their personal statement of faith.
all who have listened to them read their statements, it is a wonderful and faith building experience. | have &
ways thought | should write another one to see how mine has changed over the years. | encourage you to
your own. It will strengthen your faith in a new way as you sort out what is important in your beliefs. The ex
ence will surprise you. So here it is; my personal statement of faith:

Each night when | come home | look up into the night sky and think about the light | see from the stars.
imagine the thousands and millions of trillions of miles it has traveled to get here. It has traveled sometime:
sands and millions and even billions of years to light up our world. | think about how small we are and unirr
we are in the scope of a universe. From the vastness of the universe down to the smallest atomic patrticle,
imagine infinite wonders of all we see, think, experience and know it is overwhelming. Those moments of a
me to believe in God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Each night as | look up into the stars, | realize just how small we are and that we have no impact on the
as a whole; yet we claim God has given us life. God loves us. God knows us. God is present with us. God |
our small voices, each one of them. These moments of awe lead me to believe in God, the Father, who set

|l ove us, care for wus, forgive us, redeem us, an
strength and comfort in proclaiming, o0ln |ife a
But this Creator God reveals the extent of God
exact imprint of God.o6 Jesus Christ reveals to
mind, body and strength and love others as we love ourselves. Through his ministry of teaching and healin
veals how we are to |ive together caring for on
down his |ife6 for us all. At the cross, Jesus
cross he demonstrated faith relinquishing his |
spirit.dé Indeed Jesus is worthy of our praise f
thority over all creation as we wait for the da

Indeed, | believe that Jesus Christ is head of the church, which is his living body on earth. The church i
work of continuing the ministry he began on earth. The church is to be at the work of teaching and exhibitir
tance, forgiveness and the kingdom of God to all people. Through Christ, we are empowered to live and lo
minister in the manner of Jesus Christ, loving all people and serving all people.
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dmb |l believe in the Scriptures as Godds authori

ment of Godds covenant of grace that | eads to
relationship to God who is revealed through it. It reveals Jesus Christ, Son of God, as our Savior and L
guides us in life as we seek to be all God created us to be.

As Godds people, my faith is strengthened an
at the font and the waters of baptism we are welcomed by God into the community and blessed by the |
ence of the Holy Spirit. We baptize our children to remember that God is at work in our lives even when
are unaware of it. It reminds us God is always with us. We gather at the font to remember we are wash
clean by Gododés mercy and grace. We gather at t
of Jesus Christ. Through the grace of baptism, the font and waters, we enter into a community, the chul
where we are nurtured and supported in our journey of faith. We are called to live as baptized ones cre:
received, and nurtured in a community of grace and love.

At the table we gather to experience grace through the presence of Christ as our host. It is a time to
fed by the Spirit of Christ in the sharing of this holy meal. It is a time like with all good meals the stories
Godds mighty acts are shared. It is a time whe
and ascension are shared. It is a time to hear
ness and for all time.

At the font and at the table, we as the church, the body of Christ, are renewed, refreshed and nurtur
we are prepared to go into the world to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ through witness of word anc

We are to share our stories of Godds grace in
ture. We are to share Godds grace in our | ives
for the sick, being friends to the friendless, speaking out for the voiceless and defending those who are
weakest in our society. I believe in the churc

ples, to baptize and to teach all Jesus has commanded us.

Even though God is in the community and nation building work, it is important for each of us to have
deep and special relationship with God and our Lord Jesus Christ. This relationship is nurtured through
and study of Scriptures, a life of prayer and time spent listening for God to speak and guide us. These
plines sustain us and empower us to be who God has created us to be. Our faith is strengthened, our p
revealed and we are empowered to take the next step of faith.

| believe that each person is given a unique opportunity to know God as Creator, Savior and Sustair
| believe in the mystery of God, the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are to live in this mystery th

us to have faith, to believe and to trust God
kingdom.

And 1t al/l begins when | | ook up into the ni
mi ghty, maker of heaven and earthd who in the
shall ever be.

May all praise, honor and glory be to Almighty God and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God n
and forever. Amen.

See you on Sunday for worship!

Gracg’and Peace,

Lo
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6"[?) Stated Session Minutes of October 21, 2015 from Regular Meeting

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, lowa met in the conference room on Wedn
day, October 21, 2015 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Keri Brooker, Donna Carhill, Kathi
Florea, Wayne Lautner, Doug Monaghan, Bill Monroe, Mike Mumma, Cara Reedy, Cliff Said, and
Shirley Stapleton. Excused was Thelma Hedges. Visitors were Sydney White and Antonio Cruz. A qu
rum was present.

The meeting was opened with study and prayer.
It was approved to elect Mike Mumma Pro Tem Clerk.
Minutes of the September 16, 2015 regular stated meeting were approved as presented.

It was approved to receive Sydney White and Antonio Cruz for membership by Letter of Transfer and
Reaffirmation of Faith.

OLD BUSINESS

Average attendance September 208479 and September 2019 73

70 were served communion at the October 4 regular worship service

The Congregational Meeting to elect officers which was to be held October 18 was rescheduled to
November 1 as no announcements were made from the pulpit asldvestiequire.

Teams are asked to have preliminary budget numbers by the November meeting

Pastords Report
Joint Presbytery meeting with Prospect Hill Presbytery, October 27, 2015 at Lakeshore Center
sharing resources between presbyteries
0Creating a Cul tur e of-Bethany LutheraniClourckg lowad-alle mb e r
Open to all church members of the presbytery.
Meryl Youngblood died today with services planned for Saturday
The immunization clinic set for Saturday has been moved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Congregational Life Ministry Team Wayne & Shirley
Member Celebration will be November 8 after worship with Deacons helping
Doris Squires requested that she be removed from the church rolls

Worship Ministry Team Cliff & Donna
Working on plans for Advent
Team is working on long range proposals to update the technology in the sanctuary

Mission Ministry Team Keri

Third quarter funds were distributatso $1,000.00 donation to Syrian relief fund
Stewardship Ministry Team Doug & Kathi

Working on fall stewardship plaisWe 6 ve a Story to Tell o

Awareness of activities can be followed by social media

Property & Finance Ministry Team  Mike & Bill
The treasurero6s r epor 1$61896.600rsSepembenr 30a2015.as s et b
It was approved to accept the treasurerdos re
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6||Ib Stated Session Minutes of October continued

Spiritual Growth Ministry Team Thelma and Cara
Retreat updates
Applications to the North Central lowa Presbytery Mission and Ministry were presented to the Presl
tery on October 17
Family Youth Force night set for November 18
Working on ideas for high school youth Sunday class
Christmas program is set for December 20

Personnel Committee
Should begin plans to meet with staff for annual reviews in October and November. Session memb
are Kathi and Thelma; Property & Finance Team member is Tom.

Nominating Committee
Elders: Class of 2018: Tom Heater, Loel Larson and Larry Thomsen
Deacons: Class of 2016: Marilyn Parker
Class of 2017: Marilynn Hoskinson, Al Rowedder and Gretchen Rowedder
Class of 2018: Kathy Hardaway, Sandy Larson and Carol Zwicky
Nominating Committee at Large Class of 2016: Shirley Danielson, Pat Miller and Jack Pinckert

Governance Committedlo Business

NEW BUSINESS

Communion servers for November 1 worship service (going forward) are Cara, Kathi, Bill and Way

It was approved to set November 1 for congregational meeting to elect officers

A delegate is needed for the Joint Presbytery meeting at the Lakeshore Center on Okoboji Tuesda:
October 27 at 11:00 a.m.

Next Session meeting is November 18 at 7:00 p.m.

S

Helping Hands

*Thanks t®oug Monaghan, Kathi Florea and those on the Stewardship Ministry Tdéanall
their hard work during the c h &astorfGordorfar \ariting
the bookl et , 030 Days to a More Grateful
for.

st
L i
*Thank you tall the church women who helped serve the funeral mdat the family of Meryl
Youngblood.

*Thanks to thBeaconsfor the beautiful fall decorations in the sanctuary.

*Thank you tall those who help quietly behind the scenes and are not recognized by name.
We are a family- many hands and much love make for lighter work. Know that you are
appreciated!

%% il We express our Christian love and sympathy to Doris Squires on the death of her
33.? daughter, Diane Squires Carlson of Kansas.




November 2015

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
All Saints Day FElection Day | 3:45 PM Christ’s 7:00 PM Study,
Daylight Saving Time 7 AM Breakfast | Kids Stitch & Sip
Ends Bible Study 6 P.M. YF Meal Bible Study
9 AM Sunday Club & 10 AM Greene 6:30 PM YF 7:30 P.M.
Adult Christian Ed County Clergy 8 PM Worship Community
10 AM Coffee Ministry Team Players Board
10:30 AM Worship &
Congregational Meeting
-communion
3:30 PM Greenbrier
4-H Club
6 PM Bible Study
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9 AM Sunday Club & 7 AM Breakfast | 3:45 PM Christ’s 7:00 PM Study,
Adult Christian Ed Bible Study Kids Stitch & Sip
10 AM Coffee 7 PM Music 4 PM Deacons Bible Study
10:30 AM Worship Practice S:30 PMT.E.AM.
11:45 AM Membership 6 PM YF Meal
Celebration 6:30 PM YF
6 PM Bible Study 7 PM Property &
Finance Ministry
Team
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9 AM Sunday Club & Sexual 7 AM Breakfast | No School 9:30 AM Creat- Fellowship Hall
Adult Christian Ed Violence Bible Study 6 PM Family Night | ing a Culture of reserved
10 AM Coffee Seminar - 6-8 PM Play -for all ages Invitation-Iowa
10:30 AM Worship Fellowship Try-outs 7 PM Session Falls
6-8 PM Play Try-outs Hall 7:00 PM Study,
6 PM Bible Study 5:30 PM Stitch & Sip
Spiritual Bible Study
Growth
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9 AM Sunday Club & 7 AM Breakfast | Neo Schooi Thanksgiving Church
Adult Christian Ed Bible Study 7 PM Stewardship | Day office closed
10 AM Coffee 7 PM Music Ministry Team Church office
10:30 AM Worship Practice closed
6 PM Bible Study 7:30 PM ARC
6 PM Ecumenical Food Pantry
Thanksgiving Service- Board
First United Methodist
29 30
First Sunday of Advent

9 AM Sunday Club &
Adult Christian Ed

10 AM Coffee

10:30 AM Worship-
communion

6 PM Bible Study

Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website

http://www . firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm




Daylight Saving Time Ends ~\ /
November 1 A
Remember to turn your clocks back on

hour on Saturday night, October 31 FAMILY NIGHT
November 18, 2015

Membership Celebration Dinner
Sunday, November 8

First Pres is hosting a family night. The youth have

Join us on November 8’ 2015 for a Spe_ expressed interest ip getting to know our church
WE ALL HAVE A Cial Worship Service Celebratiﬁg We 6 Vv Z:mllz‘beﬂlefr. We W|Lsh|c|rebc| mzcl, have a
él evortonal fime, and play boarad games
T(E?f Y a St or .yWoupmballyerécbgdize together.
the theme of an old hymn that we have WHAT: Family Night (all people, all ages)
often sung many times in 6:00 eat t
theme for our annual stewardship financial campaign tc 6:30 devotional
support the ministry of our congregation. 6:40 game time
We are celebrating in conjunction with the Member *Please bring your favorite childhood board game*

Celebration hosted by the Congregational Life and
Membership Team and the Deacons. A dinner will be
provided after worship as we celebrate new members
and milestones of others in our congregation. There wi
be some fun activities centered around the theme,
OWedve a Story to Tell .o
The Deacons are asking members of the congrega-
tion to bring in a copy of their high school senior picturePLEASE JOIN USovember 18, First Presbyterian
by Sunday, November 1. We hope you are taking ad- Wwill host a family night. During the regular Youth
vantage of the opportunity to use the resource we are Force time, we will share a meal together followed b
providing 030 Days to a Mdevelion@ndgames. kidasebring aeggme toplay
is a powerful influence in the way we experience and
live our lives. Living with gratitude will open us up to all
that God is doing around us. | f
up a copy at the church or download it from our website,
firstpresjefferson.org. You can also like us on Facebook
and receive the activity for the day.
Dondt forget, November 8, 2015 &eunemicatel ebr at e

worship and in fellowshipwWwe 6 ve a Story to TefHankgiving Service
Sunday, November 22

This event sponsored by the Spiritual Growth Ministry Team

S Operation Christmas Child S
RISTMAS| Operation Christmas Child has The Greene County Clergy Association is spon-
CHILD shared the Good News of Jesus  SOring an ecumenical Thanksgiving serviaion

Christ since 1993 with boys and ~ day, November 22 at 6:00 p.m. First United

girls in many countries around the world. As shoebox Methodist Church of Jeffersowill host the service
gifts are distributed, local pastors or church leaders prethis year.
sent the Gospel in a fun way designed for kids while Psalm 95:16 - O come, let us sing for joy to
family and friends listen in. Along with their shoebox gifthe LORD; Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our
children also receive The Greatest Gift, a colorful pres- salvation. Let us come before His presence with
entation of the Gospel in their own language. thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalm
Can you believe that it is already time to start think- For the LORD is a great God, And a great King
ing about this opportunity! Youth Force will participate imbove all gods, In whose hand are the depths of the
this activity on November 1Dur church will dedicate  earth; The peaks of the mountains are His also. The
the boxes on November 22 during worship service sea is His, for it was He who made it; And His hands
and theNational Collection Week is November 183. formed the dry land. Come, let us worship and bow
Be watching for inserts coming soon! For more informa-down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.
tion go tohttp://www.samaritanspurse.org




/In Memory of

CHRI STI AN Meryl Youngblood

0 June 12, 19340ctober 21, 2015
l\\\' !n- EDUCM ION We extend our Christian love and sym-
ﬁ‘_l‘. . . pathy to the family oMeryl Youngbloodwho died

on October 21, 2015. His funeral service was held at
Christian Education classes have begun! Sunday First Presbyterian Church on October 24. Pastor
morning Christian Education is taught in a unique way {gordon gave the words of comfort. Interment was at
order to meet the needs of our young people. Options the Jefferson Cemetery.
for classes are listed below: Meryl was preceded in death by his wife Aldora.

* . . Surviving are his children Marilyn (Perry) Parker of
SUNDAY CLUBrek4 grades, 9:0010:00 Sunday Churdan, Larry Youngblood of Peoria, lllinois, and
mornings Bruce (Amy) Youngblood of Jefferson and grandchil-
*TWEENSSth-8th grades, 9:0010:00 Sunday morn-  dren Kyle and Kayla Youngblood of Jefferson and
ings Sara and Danielle Youngblood of Peoria, lllinois.

*HIGH SCHOOIQ-12th grades, 9:0010:00 on Sunday Chu'l\r’éfﬁ’(')rhgga?@eg 4ay‘ézrr>;fa“hfu' member of our
mornings. '

*ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATIQNIasses offered,
9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings

Sunday Clubwrapped

up their study of Moses

and the Burning Bush

by making treats for The family of Meryl Youngblood would like to thank
Coffee and Conversa- everyone who visited our dad while he was at GCMC
tion. The ingredients ofLong Term Care. He enjoyed those visits more than yot
the punch symbolized will ever know. To those who sent cards, flowers, or me
parts of the story,and mor i al s at the time of Da

the Sn"f"Cks were little Thank you to Pastor Moen for remembering our dad
Ed'br!e burning in such a wonderful and special way at the funeral.
ushes.

Thank you also to the church women who served
lunch after the funeral. This time of fellowship and shar-
ing memories meant a lot to our family.

Sunday School Mission Update Marilyn & Perry Parker

When you give an offering at Sunday schgoli Larry Youngblood & Family
help! This month we decided to help Presbyterian Disas- Bruce & Amy Youngblood & Family
ter Assistance in our project of packaging hygiene kits
for Syrian refugees. $100 of the Sunday School Mission
Fund will help to support this project. If you have sug-
gestions, please see a committee mer(ibenna
Carhill, Roger Olhausen, Thelma Hedges, Carla Hau-
pert, Cara Reedy, Wendy Pittman.)

Salvation Army Bell Ringers
Volunteers are needed to serve as
Salvation Army Bell Ringersfen-
day, December 11 from® p.m.
and on Saturday, December 12

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

*WE INVITE PEOPLE TO EAITH from 9-5 p.m. at Fareway The shifts are one hour long,
*TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRISI but you may sign up for more than one shift. We will
*AND SEND US TO LOVE. SERVH need to fill 12 onehour slots, so many volunteers are
AND EOLLOW CHRIST ’ needed. Sigiup sheets are in the narthex. Your time

TO THE GLORY OF GOD will be appreciated.




